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Architecture Research Unit’s
scheme for centralising the

South Korean publishing industry
isemerging from the wetlands
near Seoul. Ellis Woodman reports

Last vear a monograph was pub-
lished on the work of Floran
Beigel and the Architecture
Research Unit, based at London
Metropolitan University, Gather-
ing ln:.t-:.'l:hcr 25 years of |'?I.'l.ll:|l'.L'-
tion, it prosents projects of vastly
divergent  scale, conceived  for
sites peppered across the world.
Its title is clearly chosen to high-
light the one theme that most
veadily connects ARU's plans for
the dévelopment of an aban-
doned military  hase  outside
Berlin, an apartment in Hamp-
stead and an advertising agency
in Seoul: Time Architecture.

In all these projects, ARL has

prappled with the question of

how its work might be appropri-
ated or adapted over time,
Whether working at a domestic
aran urban scale, the unit has
pursued an architecture that is
spatially specific but makes pro-
vision for the widest possible
range of occupations. Over the
past 10 years the main focus of its

work has been the planning of

developments on extremely large
sites at the urban penphery.
Here, the use of strategics that
accommodate a level of uncer-
tainty has gelled with the needs
of councils and developers to
respond to market changes over
the course of long construction
periods,  Major  commissions
have followed: the Berlin
scheme; the development of two
post-industrial Sites mear
Leipziz: and a plan for an estate
of 300 publishing and multime-
din companices near Seoul.

The first phase of this last
project is nearing completion,

Thedistinctive
frontagesresembie
the pictograms that
form the building
blocks of the Korean

language

Sited a half-hour drive north-
west of the South Korean capital,
‘ajn Book City is set to revolu-
tionise the countrv’s publishing
culture, The development of the
1.5 million sq m site is the initia-
tivie of the pational association of
publishers. lts aim is to bring
together the whole, previously
dispersed, industry inoa single
location. Publishing, bookbind-
ing, design, papermaking, copy-
right negotiations and printing
will all be conducted at Paju.
Most crucially, a shared distribu-
tron facility has been builk, allow-
ing the publishers toabandon the
army of small distributors that
previously made the business of
petting hooks on shelves a tortu-
OUs proCess.,

When ARU first looked at the
site in 1999, a masterplan had
already been drawn up by a local
architect. The drawings of this
scheme sugrest an urbanism
redolent of fin-de-siécle Vienna,
complete with squares, houle-
vands and even a dome ht to
outdo the “golden cabbage”™ of
CHbrich’s Secession Building.

Yi Ki-Ung, the chairman of the
association of publishers, had
doubts about whether this very
exacting  vision was realisable
given the number of different
companics involved in the prog-
cot. He was introduced to Beigel
through Kim Jong Kyu, one of
South Korea's leading anchitects
and a one-time ARL associate.
Impressed by Beigels take on
masterplanning as the art of
“designing the rug not the pic-
nic’, he invited ARU to draw up
an alternative scheme that might
better accommodate the contri-
butions of different architects,

As with all ARU's framework
plans Beige]l doesn’t like the
connotation of fixity carried by
the word *masterplan”™ — the Paju
plan is derived from a chose read-
ing of site conditions. The 3km-
long plot lies at the base of Paju
mountain and follows the line of
the embanked Freedom P
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Highway which connects  to
nearby North Korea. On the other
side of the highway is the broad
Han River. A military installation
on the mountain monitors river
traffic — a fact that put a restric-
ton on the height of any new
development and required that
significant lines of fire across the
site were maintained.

Until the construction of the
highway embankment, the Han
used to regularly flood the site,
and despite this intervention, the
ground remained very wet. A
large quantity of water flows
down from the mountain creat-
ing a reeded wetland environ-
ment. At the time of the constrie-
tion of the road embankment, a

POTOR: AnANHAN EOMERTH
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meandering stream was therefore
cut through the site to draw off
water and drain it w the river by
way of an underground channel.
The earlier Paju plan was
predicated on mising the land
across the entire site and dealing
with the drainage problem below
grownd. The ARU project is
much more selective about where
the ground is raised. Beigel
describes the key aim as the cre-
ation of an “urban wetland”
where an understanding of the
existing conditions is preserved.
Much of the land is raised by a
uniform 1.5m but the stream is
maintained and a series of wet-
land corvidors is established at
the lower level, cutting across the

site hetween the motorway and
the mountain. The creation of
these two levels creates o distinet
topography — or to use a
favourite ARL term “a landscape
infrastructure” — within which
the work of many different archi-
tects can be distributed.
Although the framework plan
allows the designers of individual
buildings a good deal of licence,
it inchudes rules that govern the
siting and massing of projects.
ARL has identified a number of
different  building  types  and
orpanised them as distinet fields
which are equivalent in scale to
some of the existing features
of the landscape. Running paral-
lel to the highway a long row

— _i =
Previons page:
Thee east elevation
of the Youl Hwa
Dang Publishing
House.
Above: View across
courtyard from
oneof the studio
houses,
Left: The subtle
palette inthe
interiors is taken
fram a painting by
Glorgio Morandi.
Right: View of the
building with the
Freedom Highway
and Han River

beyand.
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Site plan

1 Freedom Highway

2 Factories

3 Bookmakers
Street

4 Courtyard
buildings

5§ Wharf buildings

6 Drainage stream

7 Youl Hwa Dang
Publishing House

8 Cultural Centre

9 Barceloneta-type
buildings

101sland buildings

11 Paju mountain

12Distribution
Centra

13Wetlands (fone
denotes area)
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the new buildings are directly |
related. The factories are permit- |
ted o rise no higher than the |
height of the road. Parallel to this |
strip lies Bookmakers Street, |
which will be lined on each side |
by publishing houses. These |
builidings are conceived in two
parts: a base building rising to
the height of the highway; and a
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m Youl Hwa Dang Publishing House  Concept design of Paju Book City
Architect Eeigel Christou with Architect Fiorian Beigel Architects
Architecture Research Unit, with ARL
London; Kim Jong Kyu and Choi Core team for design guide
Jang Hun with Metropaolitan AR, Seung Hchioh Sang, Kim long
Architecture Research Unit, Seoul Kyw, Kim Young Joan, Min Hyun Sik
Client Youl Hwa Dang Publishing Client Faju Book City Culture
Company Foundation & Cooperative
of factories is emerging. The level | ing houses to the pictograms that
of the highway sets a key datum | form the building blocks of the
) T 1 to which the heights of many of | Korean language. At Youl Hwa

Dang this graphic expression is
reinforced through the suppres-
sion of window openings by
means of shutters which match
the black stained timber rain-
sereen cladding, Only a few ol the
neighbouring buildings are in
place but the early signs are that
ARU's vision for the street —
somewhere between script and

# — - - e " two-storey rooftop pavilion, To | landscape — should prove strong

: o ensure that evervone gets a view | enough to susvive the range of

i e R e - 't © H of bath the river and the moun- | expressions brought by different
- Vi o . I tain, the pavilions have been | architects.

= . i . i shuffled in plan to preventviews | In contrast w the biack

Wal I = ) i being blocked by the building on | perimeter elevations, the court-

e |' g e : the opposite side of the street, | vand facades have been conceived

’ 4 - . J— Tor the south, a greater quan- | of as "walls of light". These are

tity of wetland is  preserved,
allowing the development sites to |

| of a double-skin construction,

comprising an internal polyear-

ol A e, § 2 take on an island-like charactee. | bonate laver and an outer face in
| 2 This area is dominated by the | cast glass. The treatment devel-
| ' 5 gt = monapitched mot” of the huge | ops a language that ARU has

distribution centre. ARU origi-
nally conceived the roofas a pub-
licly accessible space from which
the rest of the site could be sur-
veved. That ambition has not |
been realised, but the building
still has something of the pres-
ence of an artificial hill, marking |
the entrance to the development. |
Following the adoption of the |
framework  plan, Yi Ki-Ung |
invited ARU to collaborate with

| explored in a number of projects

including the Half® Moon The-
atre, east London, and the retur-
bishment of the Bishopsfield
housing estate in Harlow.

The modestly  proportioned

| glass panelsare stacked ara slight

angle on steel shelves, communi-
cating an ease of assembly and a
distinctly human scale. As the
facade rises, the height of the
panels increases “eorrecting” the

Ground floor Kim Jong Kyu's firm, the Metro- | effect of’ perspective: a refine-
and third floor politan Architecture  Research | ment as subtle but significant as
plans _ Unit (MARL), om the design of | the use of entasis in the design of
1 Entrance the new headquarters forhisown | a classical column. (See Deraid
courtyard (4] company, the Youl Hwa Dang | page 18.)
2 Studio Publishing House. The building | These olass-lined courtyards
houses - is one of the first to be con- | are purposefully devoid of visual
3 Reception . ! structed on Bookmakers Street | distraction. (Beigel talks admir-
4 Library andl is intended as a model devel- | ingly of the fact that the Konean
5 Meeting s opment, demonstrating how the | word for “space” is the same as
ety 'l’I!T rules of the framework might be | that for “emptiness”) Its an
3 fruitfully interpreted. | approach  that  accords  with
As with many of the publish- | ARUs wider strategy for the site.

Future chapters for Korea’s Book City

ing houses, the Youl Hwa Dang |
building incorporates both office |
space and accommodation for |
staff and writers in residence. |
Five two-storey studio houses |
occupy the base building along |
with a reception area which gives |
onto the offices housed in the
rooftop pavilion above. A series
of small conrtyards is cut into the
lower block — a strategy that
echoes the way the elevations
appear to have been formed
through a process of extraction. |

Beigel likens the distinctively |
profiled frontages of the publish-

The scheme has been assem-
Bled of elements both new and
found, natural and manmade, on
the site and beyond, Each deci-
ston has heen made with the aim
of cultvating a  topography
wherein the multiple histories
sedimented in the landscape are
preserved and validated, Within
this setting day-to-day life takes
on new weight.

What ARU has designed is

| a precisely appointed stage

on which new histories might be
plaved out with a vivid sense

1 a =
| of situation.

The majarity of the buildings at wood, The screen is arranged

Pajuwill be designed by local insuch away that every flooris

architects buta number of alternately oriented towards either

international practices have also ofthe two gardens, producing a

heen asked to contribute designs. constant alternationof landscapes

These include Stan Allen, Kazuyo and finishes as ane moves across

Sgjima, Xaveer de Geyier and the section of the building.

Foreign Office Architects. These Kaveer de Geyter Architects

last twa practices have designed The building (far right) will be the

buildings on nearby sites within the headguarters of the Chung-

area of the framework plan moongak Publishing Company.

designated for “wharf buildings", The free-standing valume,

Foreign Office Architects the hill and the drainage stream, covered byasteel honeycomb

The project {righthisacommission  which runsthrough the centre of structure accommaodatesa

fram the Dulnyouk Publishing the site, The building s designed as  number of outdoor spaces; an

House, The framework plan astructural folding screen, underground patio:a ground level

regulations enforce the orien- positioned between a south-facing  which continues under the structure on the outside of the variations. The traditional core organised. Vertical circulation
tation of the built mass onan green garden and a north facing building, a light well which cuts building, it becomes an which gives rigidity ta the and sanitary installations are
east-west axisinorder toavoidthe  mineral garden. One face ofthe through the core of the volume; iconographic skin behind whichthe  structure is replaced by alightwell  located outside the main volume
hiockage of the airflow between screenis clad intimber, theotherin anda roof terrace. By placingthe actualfacade can allow for around which offices can be asclosed appendixes,
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Youl Hwa Dang
Publishing House
Architect: ARUn

partnership with
MARU, Seoul

The four-storey concrete-framed
publishing house headquarters
sits on a concrete basement
undercroft used asacar park,
Piled foundaticns support the
bullding at an artificial ground level
in areclaimed wetland site. The
perimeter elevations are clad in
atimber rain screen while the
elevations inside the site boundary
are translucent,

Thetranslucent facades have a
secondary structure of steel angles
spanning between the concrete

columns. & lattice of 60 x 60mm
square hollow sections provides
intermediate suppaort. All steel
connections have been site welded
togivefine tolerances., Externally
the facade appears as a series of
thin metal shelves supporting the
glazing. Purpose-made powder-
coated aluminium angles cover the
steel angle and hold the glazingin
place. The outer glazing is 8mm
toughened cast glass witha ripple
pattern making it slightly opague.
Setting the glass at a three to four
degree angle breaks down the idea
of the facade as a plane and
emphasises the shalf angles.
Aninner skin of three-wall
polycarbonateis held inaluminium
frames fixed back to the steel. The
aluminium glazing angles are set on
&mm rubber spacers, Both the

spacers and the rear glazing
locators haveintermitteént gaps
toallow air tocirculate in the
cavity, removing heat bullt up
behind the glass.

The timber rain screen facades
have E-section galvanised steel
studs spanning from floor to
ceiling, dry-lined with
plasterboard internally. The 12mm
plywood sheathing is fixed to the
outer face of the studs with
100mm of foil-backed rigid
insulation, Black-stained cedar
hoards are fixed to timber battens
aver a breather membrane to
form the rain screen. Thick
insulation compensates for the
lower thermal performance of
the translucent facades.

Text and drawings
by Graham Bizley

]
o Py

The facade appears asa series of thin metal shelves supporting the glazing.

Detail section through glazing
support shelf (left)

L, Lireal 000 10 & % Bmim stricbural steel
I=section calurmn beyond,

22 20080 % & % M ureual steed shedl argle
spanning horzongally betiwesn concreta
calumns

. 60 060 x 3.2mm harizontal steel square
hihoe section welded tostes] angle a5 stifener,
e thcal S0 60 X 3,21 Shee Souane ol
sechionsal Li20mem cenbres as secondary
Supports b angke.

&, 30% 2051, 5mm steed squers holfow section
welded tostes! angle in 300mm lengths with
20men gaps between (o aliga venfilagion.

5. 20x 37 % 20 & 3mim polyester powder-coated
aluminivem glazing angle batied ra steef shell
a

B 130 2T % 3imem pa -Coated
alurminiiem ghizing angie berlted ba steel shelt
angie.

T Banmr-thick toughened cast glass with ripole
pattarn, Height varkes from 82&mm a2 battom
of facade 1o LES2rnmat 1og.,

B. Contimaoussilicon seal with hacking support

@, ganm-thick rubber spacer pack 300mm loeg
with 20mim gaps betwesn to allow ventilation.

0. Jaman-{frick three- layer pofyrarbonabe innee
<kir heldan Foursides in aluminsm channet
temd togtesl frame.

Detailed section through
corner of building (above)

11, Primary structure
350 x 350mm reinfarced concrete colime,

12. Corner steelwark

00 % 90 x4 o L Amm continpos unequal steel
angle bracket botied 1o concrete colamin vla
1a0men-long x dmm-rhick steel cleats,

0% S0x 9x lammunecual steel anghe
wertical corner trim welded to anghs brachet.

13. Externalwall - transiucent wall
Seg secton through glazng suppart shalf,

14. Extornal wall — rain scroen cladding
B0« 2ammdark-staned cedar boands
sirewed 1o hartens.

00 I preservatioe treyted softwood
fatiens 3t Mamm centres appror

Builidfing paper Breather eeimbi e

12mm sheathing phywoad,

150 S0emim E<profile galvansed sheel studs,
10 foll-bac ked rigid insutation,

Tt layers L2.Smen plisterboand dry lining
witth aluminkum angle shadaw-gap edge trims
wehiere dry llining meets pahyarbonate,
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